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STATEMENT FROM SECRETARY OF HEALTH 
JOHN O. AGWUNOBI, M.D., M.B.A., M.P.H., ON FLU VACCINE
--
TALLAHASSEE—“In recognition of the need for widespread availability of the flu vaccinations for Florida’s most vulnerable citizens, I issued a signed rule authorizing the sale of flu vaccine between doctors, hospitals, and pharmacies during the 2004-2005 flu season. It is our hope this will ensure Florida’s most vulnerable are provided the opportunity to receive the flu vaccine.
I encourage our local healthcare communities to work together to ensure that that those high risk individuals who need to receive the flu vaccine are able to too. These include the following people:

· Persons 65 years and older; 

· Children aged 6 to 23 months; 

· Residents and employees of nursing homes and other long-term care facilities that house persons of any age who have long-term illnesses; 

· Persons 6 months of age and older who have chronic heart or lung conditions, including asthma; or need regular medical care; or had to be in a hospital because of metabolic diseases (like diabetes), chronic kidney disease, or weakened immune system (including immune system problems caused by medicine or by infection with HIV/AIDS); 

· Children and teenagers 6 months to 18 years who are on long-term aspirin therapy and therefore could develop Reye syndrome after the flu; and 

· Women who will be pregnant during the flu season. 
· Doctors, nurses, and other employees in hospitals and doctors' offices, including emergency response workers, who have direct patient contact; 

· Caregivers of children younger than 6 months are also encouraged to receive flu shots because children younger than 24 months may be at higher risk for complications from influenza.” 
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