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GOVERNOR BUSH ISSUES DIRECTIVES TO FACILITATE FLU VACCINE 
TO HIGH RISK INDIVIDUALS THROUGHOUT FLORIDA


TALLAHASSEE:  Today, Florida Department of Health (DOH) Secretary John O. Agwunobi, M.D., M.B.A., M.P.H., announced several directives implemented by the DOH to help identify available flu vaccines and to ensure information on prevention measures reach those who need them most.

“We need the help of the public, doctors, nurses and public health professionals to make sure flu vaccines go to those who truly need it most,” Agwunobi said. “There is no need for panic.  We believe we will have the vaccine necessary to vaccinate our highest risk citizens.”

 “Through the governor’s leadership, all available resources will be used to vaccinate our most vulnerable citizens. With this in mind, we will provide the public up-to-date information about where and when vaccines will be available,” Agwunobi added. “We will continue to rely upon Floridians’ patience and resolve in the coming months as we address the challenges presented by the shortage.”

The Governor’s directives as listed in the letter are:

· Contact Aventis, the only current provider of injectable flu vaccine, to determine the distribution of the vaccine by county in Florida.  Secure the company’s Florida distribution plans for the rest of its flu vaccine supply.


· Create a network of health care providers.  The network will determine how much flu vaccine is available in Florida, the amount distributed in our state to date, and opportunities for redistributing flu vaccine throughout the provider system to ensure high-risk Floridians have flu vaccine available in their areas.


· Hold an immediate meeting of all impacted parties - AARP, Florida’s Nursing Home Industry, Florida Medical Association, Health Care Providers, Dept. of Elder Affairs, Agency for Health Care Administration - to discuss the vaccine shortage and distribution plans to connect high risk residents with available flu vaccine.  The group should also create strategies to respond to mild, average, and severe flu seasons in the wake of the shortage.


· I commend the efforts of private and public health providers to administer the available flu vaccines to Floridians in the CDC and DOH “high risk” categories.  I urge you to continue to publicly encourage this behavior to ensure that seniors over 65, infants between 6 and 23 months, pregnant women and caregivers of infants under 6 months old have access to the vaccine, along with health care workers and Floridians of any age who suffer from a chronic illness such as heart or lung disease, asthma, diabetes or cancer.


· Create an incident management team, to meet daily, coordinating state and local strategies, to address the flu vaccine need and help Floridians prepare in preventing the spread of flu.

· Create a public website with flu prevention messages and up-to-date information on flu vaccine distribution so Floridians can track supplies in their area.

The announcement of a shortage of flu vaccine spurred an immediate increase in demand for existing supplies in Florida. Within the last three weeks, more than 630,000 Floridians have received flu vaccine. By the end of this week, DOH will have shipped 45,000 doses of children’s vaccine to public and private providers. DOH anticipates an additional 85,000 doses of children’s vaccine will be distributed to the public and private sector this vaccination season.

Individuals can follow these simple steps to protect against flu.  

· Clean your hands often with soap and water or an alcohol-based hand cleaner.

· Stay home when you are sick and keep sick children home.

· Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth.

· Avoid close contact with people who are ill, if possible.

· Do not share eating utensils, drinking glasses, towels or other personal items.

· Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze and throw the tissue away. If you don't have a tissue, sneeze or cough into your sleeve.

· After coughing or sneezing, always clean your hands with soap and water or an alcohol-based hand cleaner.

High-risk individuals who should be vaccinated against influenza include:

· Persons 65 years and older 

· Children aged 6 to 23 months 

· Residents and employees of nursing homes and other long-term care facilities;

· Persons 6 months of age and older who have chronic health conditions 

· Children and teenagers 6 months to 18 years who are on long-term aspirin therapy and, therefore, could develop Reye syndrome after the flu 

· Women who will be pregnant during the flu season 

· Health Care workers

· Caregivers of children younger than 6 months.

For more information about influenza and steps to protect individuals and families, visit the Department of Health website at www.doh.state.fl.us or www.cdc.gov . 
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