
 

Visit www.phvma.com or www.avma.org for other tips and resources on 
emergency planning for the pets in your life! 

Pasco County Animal Services   http://www.pascocountyfl.net/ 

Everyone Needs a Disaster Plan –  
People, Pets and Marmosets! 

 
For all animals: 

• Assemble an animal evacuation kit.  
• Develop an evacuation plan for all of your animals and practice the plan.  
• If you live in an apartment, make sure your animals are on record with management 

and are able to evacuate via the stairwell. Dogs should be taught to go up and down 
stairs to better assist rescue personnel.  

• Keep written directions to your home near your telephone. This will help you and 
others explain to emergency responders exactly how to get to your home.  

• Identify alternate sources of food and water.  
• Have well maintained backup generators for use in food-animal production operations.  
• Keep all vehicles well maintained and full of gas.  
• Keep emergency cash on hand.  
• If you have horses or livestock, good barn and field maintenance can reduce danger. 

Decide on the safest housing location if evacuation is impossible, realizing that the 
situation is still life threatening. Assess the stability and safety of barns and other 
structures, promptly remove dead trees, and minimize debris in the fields and 
immediate environment.  

For your Small Animals – it is a good idea to keep evacuation supplies handy: 

• Leash, collar, and/or harness for each pet. 
• Collapsible cage or airline approved carrier should also be available for each pet, and 

bedded properly, for transportation and housing purposes - owning enough carriers to 
accommodate your pets facilitates a speedy evacuation and may mean the difference 
between the life or death of your pet.  

• Familiarize your animals with evacuation procedures and cages/carriers. Take the 
cage/carrier out several times a year and put dog or cat treats inside with blankets and 
toys. By doing this, you hope to reinforce positive feelings associated with the animal 
carrier.  

• Cat carriers should be large enough to hold a small litter pan and two small dishes and 
still allow your cat enough room to lie down comfortably or stand to use the litter pan.  

• Dog kennels or collapsible cages should be large enough to hold two no-spill bowls and 
still allow enough room for your dog to stand and turn around.  

• For added assurance, clearly label each carrier with your identification and contact 
information.  

• Locate and prearrange an evacuation site for your family and animals outside your 
immediate area. Ideally, this will be a friend/relative or a pet-friendly hotel that is willing 
to let your family and animals stay in the event of a disaster. Other possible animal 
housing options include veterinary hospitals, boarding kennels, and animal shelters.   

 


