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UPDATE ON BOTULISM CASES IN FLORIDA RESIDENTS

Today, Secretary of Health John O. Agwunobi, M.D., M.B.A., M.P.H., announced the filing of emergency suspension orders on four licensed health care practitioners. The orders resulted from an investigation by the Department of Health which looked at possible violations of healthcare standards or licensure regulations associated with the botulism cases in Florida residents. An emergency suspension order restricts the licensee from practicing health care in Florida. 
On Friday, December 17, emergency orders were issued to: Alfred Boyce, D.O., Bach McComb, D.O., Thomas Toia, D.C., and Shelly Wolland, D.O. McComb was under an emergency suspension order at the time of his latest violation. Under Florida Statutes, practicing with a suspended license constitutes the unlicensed practice of medicine, a felony offense. This violation initiates referral for criminal charges.  Wolland was under an emergency restriction order at the time of her latest violation. 
In addition, FDOH continues to work with the Food and Drug Administration in investigating pharmaceuticals found on site at the Advanced Integrated Medical Center.

In Florida, botulism is by state law, a reportable condition. The FDOH takes all reports of reportable conditions very seriously; each case of suspected botulism is thoroughly investigated. 

Botulism toxin is produced naturally by the bacterium, Clostridium botulinum, when it grows under certain conditions.  Botulism toxin type A is a common cause of botulism from foods and wounds contaminated by Clostridium botulinum.  Botulism toxin type A is also used in injectable commercial preparations for cosmetic and therapeutic administration. It is not possible to determine from the tests conducted by the CDC if the botulism toxin detected in these patients was derived from a commercial preparation or another source. The source of the botulism toxin type A in these individuals remains under investigation.

The Secretary of Health wishes to express appreciation for the spirit of cooperation and collaboration in which local, state and federal partners who have approached the investigation of this cluster of illness. Collaborating partners include the Broward and Palm Beach County Health Departments, Florida Poison Control Centers, the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Food and Drug Administration.
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