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Florida Department of Health Receives Additional Flu Vaccines
Tallahassee-- Today, Florida Department of Health (DOH) Secretary John O. Agwunobi, M.D., M.B.A., M.P.H., announced that an additional 60,000 doses of adult flu vaccine purchased from California have been received, and anticipates additional shipments into the state on an ongoing basis.

“This is great news for those who seek flu vaccination,” Agwunobi said.  “The Department took this step as part of our ongoing efforts to assure that our most vulnerable citizens and their household contacts have access to flu vaccine. I urge all Floridians in the recently expanded recommended category to take advantage of this opportunity.”   

Agwunobi recently amended the recommended high-risk individual categories of those who should receive the flu vaccine to include children aged 6 to 35 months and household contacts of all high-risk individuals.  All individuals in these categories should seek flu vaccination in their communities.  High-risk individuals include:

· Persons 65 years or older.

· Children 6 to 35 months.

· Individuals with chronic health problems such as heart or lung disease, asthma, diabetes or cancer.

· All household contact of high-risk individuals.

· All women who will be pregnant during flu season.

· Residents of nursing homes and long-term care facilities.

· Health care workers.

· Care givers of infants under the age of 6 months.
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