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HEALTH SECRETARY ISSUES EMERGENCY SUSPENSION ORDERS

TALLAHASSEE-- Secretary of Health John O. Agwunobi, M.D., M.B.A., M.P.H., has issued emergency suspension orders for Norman Cohen, M.D., and Daniel Campbell Daube, Jr., M.D., related to the purchase and administration of unapproved botulinum toxin A.  Officials have been involved in ongoing pharmaceutical investigations into unapproved botulinum toxin sales by Toxin Research International. Sales records obtained by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) led to these Florida investigations. This product is unapproved by the FDA and not safe for human use. 

“Any practitioner that knowingly purchased unregulated products with the intent to use on their patients should be fully investigated and disciplined accordingly,” Agwunobi said. “This company skirted Florida's regulations, placing our citizens at risk, simply to make a fast buck; even worse are these abhorrent licensed practitioners who knowingly placed their patients in harm’s way. This is egregious and can not be tolerated.” 

“Floridians seeking anti-wrinkle injections should make sure their doctor is licensed and in good standing with the state before any injection is done,” Agwunobi said. “We advise patients to seek assurances from their physicians up to and including visualizing the vial.”

An emergency suspension order suspends the physician’s license to practice medicine until final action by the Board of Medicine.  
Botulism toxin is produced naturally by the bacterium, Clostridium botulinum, when it grows under certain conditions. Botulism toxin type A is a common cause of botulism from foods and wounds contaminated by Clostridium botulinum. Botulism toxin type A is also used in injectable commercial preparations for cosmetic and therapeutic administration. It is not possible to determine from the tests conducted by the CDC if the botulism toxin detected in these patients was derived from a commercial preparation or another source. The source of the botulism toxin type A in these individuals remains under investigation. 

The typical botulism toxin doses contained in approved commercial preparations, appropriately administered, used for cosmetic and therapeutic administration has not been associated with illnesses of the severity demonstrated by these individuals. 

This was a collaborative effort with local, state and federal partners, including the Broward and Palm Beach County Health Departments, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Food and Drug Administration.
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