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     Florida SHOTS Immunization Registry Now Available to Private Providers

TALLAHASSEE–-- The Florida Department of Health (DOH) announces that Florida SHOTS, the State Health Online Tracking System for immunizations, is now available to private health care providers throughout the state. 

“The growing complexity of immunization schedules makes it difficult for health care providers and parents to keep track of which vaccines are due and when,” said DOH Secretary John O. Agwunobi, M.D., M.B.A., M.P.H. “We stand committed to providing the resources and efforts needed to educate on the importance of early childhood immunization, as well as the benefits Florida SHOTS provides in this endeavor.”

Florida SHOTS was developed by the DOH to increase childhood immunization levels and eliminate vaccine-preventable diseases. The Florida Legislature authorized the free, statewide electronic immunization registry, which is beneficial to both parents and providers. Additionally, Florida SHOTS helps interpret complex immunization schedules, and will soon help manage vaccine inventories and generate reminder recalls.

All children need 18 to 23 immunizations by age six to protect them from serious but preventable diseases.  The goal of Florida Shots is to meet this challenge by increasing the number of children age 0 to 6 enrolled in a fully functional immunization registry to 95 percent by the year 2010.

The registry is accessed via the Internet through the Florida SHOTS Web-based system. Enrollment and ongoing support for providers are provided by a full-time staff, as well as statewide trainers and regional coordinators. 

“The entire Florida SHOTS staff is firmly committed to maintaining successful public and private partnerships for system participation,” said Florida SHOTS Director Susan Lincicome, “It is very rewarding to be part of a project that will have a positive impact on the health of our most vulnerable and valuable resource—children.” 

For more information on Florida SHOTS, or to enroll in the system, visit www.flshots.org or call (877) 888-SHOT. 

For more information visit the DOH at www.doh.state.fl.us.
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