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Introduction:

The Florida Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) is a self-administered, school-based anonymous survey
that has been conducted in Florida public high schools every two years since 1991. Itis part of a national
survey effort led by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to monitor priority health risk
behaviors that contribute markedly to the leading causes of death, disability, and social problems among
youth in the United States. In 2005, 4,564 students in 75 public high schools in Florida completed the YRBS.
The overall response rate was 66 percent. Since 2001, the response rate has been high enough for the data
to be weighted to represent all Florida public high school students.
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40 79, 30.7 90.4 Drank alcohol before age 13 years
30 - — ’ In 2005, approximately 180,000 students (25.4
. — percent) reported they had their first drink of
20 - 27.8 25.4 alcohol other than a few sips before age 13.
This prevalence decreased significantly by 17.3
10 - percent from 2001 to 2005. Compared to the
national level of 27.8 percent in 2003, Florida
0 T T , | had a significantly higher prevalence in 2001
2001 2 2 Year | (30.7 percent) and a significantly lower
00 003 005 prevalence in 2005 (25.4 percent).
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Currently use alcohol 44.9
In 2005, approximately 295,000 students (39.7 40 = —R— —
percent) reported they had at least one drink of 43.0 42.7 39.7
alcohol on one or more of the past 30 days. This 20
prevalence decreased significantly by 11.8
percent from 2001 to 2005. Compared to the 0 . . |
national average of 44.9 percent in 2003, Florida Y
had a significantly lower prevalence in 2001 2003 2005 Year
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Episodic heavy drinking 28.3
In 2005, approximately 163,000 students (21.3 30 7 -
percent) reported they had five or more drinks — X
of alcohol in a row (within a couple of hours) on 20 - 24.8 - —a
one or more of the past 30 days. This 23.2 21.3
prevalence decreased significantly by 14.1
percent from 2001 to 2005. Compared to the 10 -
national average of 28.3 percent in 2003,
Florida had a significantly lower prevalence 0 : : .
during 2001-2005. Year
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Used alcohol on school property
5.2 In 2005, approximately 34,000 students (4.5
percent) reported that they had at least one
S 7 A —_— drink of alcohol on school property on one or
4.9 5.1 4.5 more of the past 30 days. This prevalence
remained at the same level from 2001 to 2005.
Compared to the national average of 5.2
percent in 2003, Florida did not have a
0 ' ' Yearl significantly different prevalence during 2001-
2001 2003 2005 2005.
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