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TO:

State Public Health Veterinarians

State Epidemiologists

State Veterinarians

FROM:
Suzanne R. Jenkins, V.M.D., M.P.H., Chair

Compendium of Animal Rabies Prevention and Control 2000 Committee

SUBJECT:
Compendium of Animal Rabies Prevention and Control, 2000 

The National Association of State Public Health Veterinarians (NASPHV) is pleased to provide the 2000 version of the Compendium of Animal Rabies Prevention and Control for your use and for distribution to practicing veterinarians and officials in animal control, public health, wildlife management, and agriculture in your state.  Please note the addition of “prevention” to the title, a change that the Compendium Committee members and consultants believe is a more accurate reflection of the purpose for the document.  This cover memo points out other changes that were made in the document this year and summarizes some of the discussions that took place during the Compendium meeting.

COMPENDIUM CHANGES
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In Part I: B. Vaccine Selection, a change was made to address the issue of vaccines licensed by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) between Compendium meetings.  The Compendium document lists all rabies vaccines licensed by USDA and marketed in the United States so by default any vaccines licensed between meeting of the Compendium Committee should be considered part of the list. 

In Part I: C. Route of Inoculation, the reference to one site in the thigh was removed and replaced with the generic statement, “in accordance with the specifications of the product label or package insert” because each vaccine has its own recommendation.  Information regarding where to report adverse reactions or vaccine failures was added to this section.  The Compendium members and consultants believe that these data are critical to assessing vaccine efficacy and safety in the field and urge practitioners to be conscientious about reporting.

The list of vaccines has also had a title change.  “NASPHV Recommendations” was removed from the title because the information on species, dose, age at primary vaccination and booster doses reflects the USDA approved labeling for the vaccines and not unique recommendations of NASPHV.  There are also changes in the group headings of the vaccines to reflect the addition of recombinant parenteral vaccines using canary pox as a vector for the rabies glycoprotein.
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In Part III: A. a number 5. was added addressing the use of serology in lieu of vaccination.  Previous cover memos have explained that an antibody titer measures the animal’s response to vaccine, but is not an indicator of protection.  The Compendium members and consultants thought this was important enough to be included in the document itself.

In Part III: B. 1. Preexposure Vaccination and Management, the wording used to define “currently vaccinated” was revised in an attempt to clarify the necessity of waiting 30 days after the initial vaccination to consider an animal immunized.

In Part III: B. 1. (c) (2) Other Animals Maintained in Exhibits and Zoos, the following statement was added: “Carnivores and bats should be housed in a manner that precludes direct contact with the public.”

In Part III: B. 3. (b) Interstate Movement of Animals, the following statement was added: “When an interstate health certificate or certificate of veterinary inspection is required, it should contain the same rabies vaccination information as Form #51.”

In Part III: C. Control Methods in Wildlife, language addressing the role of wildlife rehabilitators in rabies control and the need for standards for such persons was added. 

In addition to the above substantive changes to the document, many grammatical and some formatting changes were made to improve the quality of the product.

WOLVES AND WOLF HYBRIDS
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USDA has published a Proposed Rule in the Federal Register to amend the Virus-Serum-Toxin Act regulations by adding a definition of the term dog to include all members of the species Canis familiaris, Canis lupis or any dog-wolf cross.  Comments on the proposal that were received by November 29, 1999, are being considered and a final rule will probably appear in the spring.  If approved, all vaccines that are currently licensed for dogs will automatically be available for on-label use for wolves and wolf hybrids.  Such a decision does not, however, address the issue of whether wolves or wolf hybrids would have the same incubation periods and viral shedding times as dogs.  Until the vaccine issue is resolved or further data on the pathogenesis of rabies in wolves or wolf hybrids become available, the Compendium Committee elected to make no changes in the document relative to these animals.  Postexposure management of wolves and wolf hybrids should be decided on a case-by-case basis, as with other animals for which such information is lacking.

BATS  
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Bats continue to present unique and intriguing questions related to rabies.  As we have seen with the majority of recent human rabies cases, the species of bat and the rabies virus 

December 13, 1999

Page 3

variant may be important to our understanding of the problem.  Many more states are now attempting to speciate the bats submitted for rabies testing, but more needs to be done.  Both negative and positive bats should be identified as to species and experienced persons should confirm the identity of species, especially for the less common bats.

RODENTS
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Although still an uncommon occurrence, rabies continues to be found in rodents, especially in large rodents like groundhogs/woodchucks in the raccoon rabies areas.  In order to better evaluate the potential for these animals to transmit rabies, the Rabies Unit at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) would like to receive the entire head of rodents that test positive for rabies.  Rabies diagnostic laboratories can store the heads until they complete testing on the brain and ship the heads of positive animals to CDC so other tissues can be examined for rabies virus.

LACTATING CATTLE
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The CDC Rabies Unit would also like to evaluate the potential for rabies transmission via milk from lactating animals.  When a lactating animal is suspected of rabies, milk and mammary tissue should be collected and stored.  If the animal tests positive, milk and mammary tissue should be sent to CDC.  

VACCINATION HISTORIES
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The diagnosis of rabies in a domestic animal should result in a thorough investigation that includes documentation of previous rabies vaccinations.  Animals with a history of vaccination or with a clinical history that is not compatible with rabies should have the diagnosis confirmed by a rabies reference laboratory and virus typing performed.

