
December 13, 1999

MEMORANDUM
TO:

State Epidemiologists

State Veterinarians

State Public Health Veterinarians

FROM:
William B. Johnston, DVM

Chair, Psittacosis Compendium

SUBJECT:
2000 Psittacosis Compendium

On behalf of the National Association of State Public Health Veterinarians, I am pleased to provide you with a copy of the Compendium of Measures to Control Chlamydia psittaci Infection Among Humans (Psittacosis) and Pet Birds (Avian Chlamydiosis), 2000.  The Compendium committee and consultants believe that the updates and revisions will aid public health officials, physicians, veterinarians, and the pet bird industry in controlling the diseases in birds and in people.

In Part I., your attention is directed to some changes in laboratories that test human specimens and to deletions of some treatment recommendations.  In Part II., sections on transmission, clinical signs, and transmission have been abbreviated for clarification, as has Part III.  

Appendix A contains significant revisions relative to diagnostic methods in pet birds.  A myriad of improved laboratory technology is emerging for detecting antibody and antigen, and efforts  are focused on the substantive differences, with warnings about unvalidated tests.  Appendix B updates medicated feeds, other oral treatment regimens, and parenteral medications.  Of particular interest is the deletion of the chlortetracycline-impregnated white millet seed (KeetLifeR) because of its withdrawal from market by Hartz Mountain.  A recipe for doxycycline-medicated water is also provided.  To assist veterinary practitioners and bird fanciers in treatment and prophylaxis of birds, sources of products have been expanded to include medications for mash diets, as well as intravenous and intramuscular doxycycline.

To help control these diseases and protect public health, the Compendium committee and consultants encourage you to distribute it to health officials, veterinarians, and the pet bird industry in your state and actively promote the document as standardized procedures   

ATTACHMENT

