
Come Hear Department of Health Findings,
G i ve Your Input and Ask Questions
The Florida Department of Health (DOH) has completed its
investigation of public health around the Kerr-McGee site at
1611 Talleyrand Avenue in Jacksonville. The DOH report is
now available to the public in draft form. This purpose of
this draft form is to get public input: comments, questions,
and concern s .

The Florida DOH will hold a
public meeting Thursday, February
13, 2003 to discuss with nearby
residents DOH findings and re c o m-
mendations, and to answer com-
munity health questions. The meet-
ing will be held in the Bro w n
Eastside Public Library Building at
1390 Harrison S t re e t .
R e p resentatives from U.S. EPA are
scheduled to attend to answer
questions about cleanup and sam-
pling. 

About the Site
The 31-acre Kerr-McGee property
is on the St. Johns River side of Talleyrand Avenue. For 85
years, from 1893 to 1978, several companies made, stored,
and distributed fertilizers and pesticides at this site. The
levels of many chemicals on this property, if people
were exposed to them, would be likely to cause health
problems.

Other contaminated sites surround the Kerr-McGee pro p-
erty. The Kerr-McGee site, along with other nearby sites,
have contributed to contaminated sediments in Deer Cre e k .
Deer Creek runs through the area and into the St. Johns
R i v e r. Where the loading docks used to be at the river at
the Kerr-McGee site, sediments also are contaminated.

What Did DOH Find?
The most important DOH finding is that the site is not a cur-
rent public health hazard. It is not considered a current pub-
lic health hazard because the public is not known to be
going onto the site. In addition, it now is mostly covered by
vegetation that minimizes dust moving off the site. 

However, people could become ill if they were
exposed to contaminated surface soil on the site, shal-

low groundwater under or near
the site, or sediments in the St.
Johns River near the site. The
soil, underground water (ground-
water), and sediments in the river
at the edge of the site have chemi-
cals at levels of concern. The site
is fenced, with prominent signs
warning people to stay off. Access
to the river at this point would
have to be from a boat as land
access is restricted.

Florida DOH found the follow-
ing chemicals in the soil at the
K e r r-McGee site. All of them are
p resent at levels that could cause

health effects if people are exposed to them. 
• aldrin
• arsenic
• heptachlor/heptachlor epoxide
• hexachloro c y c l o h e x a n e
• lead
• chlordane
• toxaphene
• dieldrin
• d i c h l o rodiphenyl trichloroethane and dichloro d i p h e n y l

d i c h l o roethane (DDT/DDE/DDD)
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Was the Community Exposed in the Pa s t ?
The Florida DOH Superfund Health Assessment Team is a
state agency funded by the U.S. Agency for To x i c
Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR). The agency looks
at hazardous waste sites to find out if there are any public
health hazards. Its primary concern is the safety of people
n o w .

DOH looks at the chemicals at a site and the amounts of
those chemicals. Then they re s e a rch possible health eff e c t s
f rom chemicals at those levels. The scientists must know
what chemicals are present, and how much of each is pre s-
ent. They also must know how the exposure occurred, and
for how long the exposure lasted. Scientists
cannot know what effect to expect unless
they know all of this information. 

At Kerr-McGee, there is no way of know-
ing how much dust got off the site. No one
knows the days when exposures might have
happened, or for how long each exposure
went on. No one knows what chemicals
might have been in the dust each time it
blew off the site. There are no air- m o n i t o r-
ing data on which to assess the public
health threat in the past from dust from this
s i t e .

What About Past Wo r ker Exposure s ?
In the past, some workers may have been exposed to
chemicals on their jobs. DOH has sent its report on this site
to U.S. Occupational Safety and Health Agency (OSHA) and
the National Institutes of Occupational Safety and Health
(NIOSH). OSHA and NIOSH are the federal agencies that
oversee worker safety and health issues.

F u t u re Exposure s
This site could be a public health hazard in the future. This
could happen if contaminated soil is disturbed, before the
site is cleaned up, or during cleanup. It is possible then that
dust could move off the site and come in contact with peo-
ple. People also could be exposed if the use of the land is
changed to residential before it is cleaned up to a level pro-
tective of health.

What is a Public Health Assessment?
A Public Health Assessment (PHA) is a way the federal
ATSDR and Florida DOH can find out if a site is a public

health hazard. It also recommends to the public and the
involved agencies what needs to be done to protect public
health. 

Health scientists look at what chemicals, in what
amounts, are present at the site. Then they compare those
amounts to national guideline amounts. These guidelines
a re set far below known or suspected levels associated with
health effects. To further protect the public, Florida DOH
uses the guidelines developed for children. If chemicals are
not present at levels high enough to be associated with
health effects for children, DOH would not expect to see
any health effects in adults.

What is Florida DOH re c o m m e n d i n g ?
Florida DOH has recommended the follow-
i n g :
1. C o n t rol dust; monitor air for metals and

chlorinated pesticides; provide bre a t h i n g
p rotection for people who go onto the
s i t e .

2. E n s u re that the public does not have
access to the site.

3. E n s u re that people do not drink contami-
nated groundwater at the site or near it.

4. E n s u re that people do not have access to
contaminated sediments of the St. Johns
River at the Kerr-McGee site.

How can you get more information?
Florida DOH has placed copies of the PHA report in the,
Eastside branch library, 1390 Harrison St., and in the Main
Library, 122 N. Ocean St. Call Beth Copeland at DOH in
Tallahassee, toll free during business hours, 1-877-798-2772,
for a copy to be mailed to you.

We want to know your concerns. We want your input.
Please take a few minutes to fill out the form attached
to this fact sheet. Please get your comments back to us
by March 14, 2003.
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Public Meeting
Two repeated sessions:

1 0 : 3 0A M – Noon and

6P M – 7:30P M

at Brown Eastside Public

L i b ra r y, 1390 Harrison Stre e t .

Th u r s d ay,
Fe b ruary 13, 2003

ATSDR funds 100% of Florida DOH Superfund Health Assessment and Education work, including the cost of this document, approximately 16 cents.

For your questions about health: 
Call Connie Garre t t ,F l o rida DOH Health Scientist, or Beth
Copeland at 850-245-4299 or Toll Free 1-877-798-2772

For your questions about cleanup:
Call Randall Chaffins U.S.EPA Project Manager, at
404-562-8939 or Toll Free 1-800-435-9234
For information on other sites in Florida DOH has investigated, see our
website: www9.myflorida.com/environment/hsee/Superfund


