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AGENCY FOR TOXIC SUBSTANGES
AND DISEASE REGISTRY

AUGUST 2000

Community Information

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF

Draft of Public Health Assessment Report

Is Now Available for Public Comment

(September 15, 2000 -- Deadline for Comments)
A Summary of The Property’s History Is on the Back of This Page

The Florida Department of Health (FDOH) has just
released a draft report of their Public Health Assessment
on the Callaway & Son hazardous waste site. An FDOH

Public Health A ssessment
looks at possible health
threats from chemicals at
asite. The FDOH putsout
draft reports to help them
get input from
communities.

Tests have found that
the city water is clean.
But the FDOH found that
the soil and the shallow
aquifer at the site are
contaminated. We need
more sampling to know if
the pollution has moved
off the site.

Chemicals of Concern
at the
Callaway & Son Site

Lead
Arsenic
Chromium
Solvents
Gasoline
Pesticides

You can get a copy of the FDOH draft report from
the Lake Alfred Public Library or the Lake Alfred City
Hall. Youalso may call for oneat FDOH tall free: (877)

798-2772.
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The deadlineto have your
/ guestions made part of the

fina report is Friday,
September 15, 2000.
However, FDOH will
answer your questions
anytime during regular
office hours.

Some of the site's
history is included on the
next page of thisfact sheet.

Site Location, Lake Alfred

FDOH’s Major

Recommendations
v/ People should stay off the site.

Municipal water has been found

to be clean.

v/ More sampling needsto be done to deter mine how much of the property is
contaminated, and whether the contaminated groundwater (underground
water) has moved away from the site.

Lake Alfred City Hall

PUBLIC MEETING - “OPEN HOUSFE”

TUESDAY, AUGUST 15, 2000 from 3:30 - 7:30 P.M.
m 155 E. Pomelo St. m Lake Alfred, FL

A short presentation will be given every hour on the hour.
Come! Expressyour concerns! Ask your questions!




Site Information

The Calaway & Son Drum Service property covers about 9.5
acres. It sitsonthe north side of Highway 17-92in Lake Alfred. The
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recently proposed the
site to the “ Superfund” National Priorities List (NPL).

The business cleaned and recycled 55-gallon drumsfrom 1977 to
1991, whenit closed. During cleaning, theresidue of chemicalsleftin
the drumswaswashed out onto the ground. The drums had contained
citrus, pesticides, oil, and other substances.

Earlier Investigations

TheFloridaDepartment of Environmental Protectioninvestigated
the Callaway sitein 1984, 1986, and againin 1992. They found lead,
arsenic, chromium, solvents, gasoline, and pesticides in the soil and
in the groundwater (underground water).

Tests have found none of the site’ schemicalsat highlevelsin soil
off the site. The Florida Department of Environmental Protection
(FDEO) tested public drinking water in 1984 and 1994. They found
it to be clean. To summarize, FDEP found contamination in an off-
site sample of the shallow aquifer, but they found none in off-site
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answer.

site for those residents who request it.

What Is “Superfund”?

TheFlorida Department of Health (FDOH)
is contracted by and partners with the U.S.
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease
Registry (ATSDR), a federal agency. Our task
is to assess the public health risk from
environmental hazards and to work with
affected communities.

The FDOH usually does not gather data,
but takes information already obtained by the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and
Florida's Department of Environmental
Protection.

The FDOH informs communities of their
findings and of their recommendations.

The FDOH assessment team does not make
or enforce rules. It serves as advisor to the
public and to other agencies involved.

ATSDR provides full funding for Florida's
assessment and education work, including this
fact sheet.

potable (drinking water) wells. This finding raised the question of whether groundwater
contamination is moving away from the site. We need more sampling information to find the

The Polk County Department of Health will test private wellswithin one-half mile of the

“Superfund” isthe way EPA classifies serious hazardous waste sites. EPA puts the
nation’s most serious sites on a special list, the NPL. A site may go onto the NPL, however, if

contamination is less serious, but there is no oneto pay for cleaning it up. This allows cleanup to be funded by

federal money set aside for cleanups.

IN SUMMARY ...
THE FDOH ADVISESAND RECOMMENDS THAT:

Access to the site should be restricted and warning signs
posted.

More soil sampling should be done, both on and off the site.
In addition, samples should be taken from sediments in the
drainage ditch running south to Lake Haines.

Off-site groundwater should be sampled to find the extent of
contamination.

To protect future on-site residents, the drilling of potable wells
on the site should be restricted.

Private potable wells within one-half mile of the site should be
tested for site contaminants.

The deep well on the site should be sampled regularly because
it could be a channel for contaminants to move from the
surficial (or shallow) aquifer to the deeper Floridan aquifer.

L et your voice be heard!
Give us your inpu
Attached is a form that
might help you express your
concerns, or ask questions,
or comment on the work we

aredoing.

When you have filled it
out, you can fold it in half,
staple or tape it closed and
send it tous. It will require

a stamp.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Health Information

Randy Merchant, Administrator

4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin A-08
850/245-4299

EPA--Site and Cleanup Information

Beth Copeland, Community Involvement

Davis Daiker, Ph.D., Health Assessor
Florida Department of Health

Bureau of Environmental Epidemiology

e Tallahassee, FL 32399-1712

Or Call Toll Free 1-877-798-2772

Polk County Health Department

Randy Bryant, Project Manager
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
61 Forsyth St. SW e Atlanta GA 30303
404/562-8938

Hamp Pridgen, Environmental Health

5015 South Florida Avenue
Lakeland, FL 33813
863/701-1303




