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FISH TESTING RESULTS

CONCERNING FISH FROM THE STORMWATER
POND AT JENSEN AND HIGHLAND, LAKELAND, FLORIDA

The FDOH Investigation of Fish

On November 10, 1999 the Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission
assisted the Florida Department of
Health (FDOH) by collecting three types
of fish from the stormwater pond located
at Jensen Avenue and Highland Street
west of Lakeland. The stormwater pond
receives runoff from the Landia
Chemical Co. (Landia)/Florida Favorite
Fertilizer (FFF) hazardous waste site.
The fish were analyzed at Savannah
Labs in Tallahassee for organochlorine
pesticides and arsenic. Each of the fish
was also sampled for inorganic arsenic
at Battelle Labs in Washington State.

The FDOH analyzed the data from
the laboratories and determined that
there is currently no public health
hazard from pesticides or arsenic for
adults or children eating armored cat-
fish, bluegill or nile perch from the
stormwater pond. However, we do not
know what exposures occurred in the
past from eating the fish.

The FDOH distributed a draft copy of
the health consultation explaining this

The FDOH has determined that there
is currently no public health hazard from
pesticides or arsenic associated with
eating armored catfish, bluegill or nile
perch from the stormwater pond located
at Jensen Avenue and Highland Street.

information at the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) public meeting
on February 1, 2000. If you would like
a copy or have any question, please call
Susan Bland at the FDOH, (850) 488-
3385.

FDOH Investigates the Site

In 1999 the FDOH conducted a
Public Health Assessment on the
Landia/FFF hazardous waste site at
1405 W. Olive St. in Lakeland,

The FDOH assessed potential health
effects from chemicals found at this site
by EPA and the Florida Depart-ment of
Environmental Protection.

One FDOH focus was the ditch along
the east side of the Landia/FFF property.




It runs from the site and through the
neighborhood lying south. This ditch was
found to be contaminated with chemicals
from the site. It runs about 1.5 miles to
a stormwater pond at Jensen Avenue and
Highland Street.

Residents around the stormwater pond
told the FDOH that people fish there and
eat the fish they catch. The FDOH

conducted an investigation to determine
if the fish were contaminated.

The FDOH investigation showed that
the levels of pesticides and arsenic in
the fish tested were not likely to cause
illness in people who eat them.

GENERAL INFORMATION
ABOUT THE LANDIA/FFF SITE

The Landia/FFF site occupies about
12 acres. Landia is on the east side of it,
FFF on the west side. It is surrounded by
industrial, commercial and residential
properties.

Florida Favorite Fertilizer has occu-
pied their part of the site since 1945.
They mix, store and distribute fertilizer.

On the Landia portion, three pesticide
companies operated from 1945-1987. All
three manulactured, blended and stored
pesticides. Standard Spray and Chemical
owned it for 31 years, Agrico Chemical
Co. owned it for one year, and Landia
operated it for ten years, closing it in
1987.

The EPA is in charge of cleaning up the
site. They plan to begin work in the near
future. For information about cleanup plans,
you may call Bill Denman, Project Manager,
404/562-8939.

The frst recorded complaints about
the site came in 1983. The FDEP found
then that the ditch held high levels of
pesticides. Warning signs were posted.

Landia, under FDEP direction, has
removed contaminated sediment from
the ditch. In 1999 the FDOH found
that ground water in the area was
contaminated. Residents are protected
because the City provides water to the
area.

FDOH 15 contracted by and pariners with the
LS. Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease
Registry (ATSDRE). The FDOH is responsible for
assessing the public health sk using data from
federal and state environmental agencies, The FDOH
15 also responsiblefor making recommendations to
protect people when a health threat @5 found, and for
educating the cormmunity about the findings, FDOH
does not make or enforce rules. It serves only os
aduvisor to the public and other agencies involved al
the site. The federal ATSDR entirely funds the
state’s assessment and public education waork,
including this foct sheet,

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Or Questions About Health

Susan Ann Bland
Exposure Investigation Coordinator
Florida Department of Health
Bureaun of Environmental Toxicology

(850)488-3385
ATSDR
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