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Bringing Local Perspective To A National Effort
Physical or cyber attacks against the Nation’s critical infrastructures and key resource sectors can
have cascading and devastating effects on our national security, economic vitality, and way of
life. Every day, we rely on the efficient and economic operation of the Nation’s power stations,
chemical plants, transportation systems, and other critical infrastructure assets and systems for
essential goods, services, and daily necessities.

With roughly 85% of all critical infrastructures and key resource assets owned privately, the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) recognizes that its core mission to secure America
can only be accomplished in partnership with the businesses that own these assets and with the
state governments and local communities within which these assets are located.

Protective Security Advisors: Providing Community-Based Support
To better partner with state governments, local communities, and businesses, DHS is placing a
cadre of highly-experienced security specialists in neighborhoods throughout the country to
assist local efforts to protect critical assets and provide a local perspective to the national risk
picture.

With an average of 20 years of anti-terrorism and security experience, these dedicated critical
infrastructure and vulnerability assessment experts, or Protective Security Advisors, are recruit-
ed from, live, and work in your communities. They provide a federally funded resource to com-
munities and businesses to assist in the protection of critical assets.
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The role of the Protective Security Advisor is to:

• Support the development of the national risk pic-
ture by assisting in identification, assessment, mon-
itoring, and minimizing risk to critical assets at the 
local or district level

• Facilitate, coordinate, and/or perform vulnerability 
assessments for local critical infrastructures and 
key resources

• Upon request, assist with security efforts coordinat-
ed by state Homeland Security Advisors

The Value of This Program to You
Protective Security Advisors are federally funded infra-
structure protection resources for your communities.
They provide a number of valuable services and func-
tions, including:

• Assisting in and supporting comprehensive risk and
physical/technical security analyses

• Providing guidance on established security prac-
tices

• Conveying local concerns and sensitivities to DHS 
and other Federal agencies

• Communicating requests for federal protection 
training and exercises

• Providing reach-back capability to DHS or other 
Federal government resources

• Providing local context and expertise to DHS to 
ensure that community resources are used appro-
priately, efficiently, and effectively

Educational
Opportunities and Announcements
Evacuation and Re-Entry Planning G-358
November 15-16, 2005
Clearwater, FL
Contact Larry A. White at (850) 413-0260 or larry.white@dca.state.fl.us
for more information.

Incident Management / Unified Command for
WMD/Terrorism Incidents
November 15-17, 2005
Manatee County, FL
The course trains emergency response supervisors and managers in the
skills necessary to effectively plan for and manage a WMD (CBRNE)/ter-
rorism incident by applying the “all-hazards” command and management
structures found in the National Incident Management System (NIMS);
specifically, The Incident Command System (ICS), Multi-agency
Coordination Systems and, Public Information Systems. The course uses a
multidiscipline, jurisdictional "teambuilding”, approach to accomplish the
learning objectives. Upon course completion, course participants will pos-
sess a working knowledge of local, state, and federal agency roles and
responsibilities and their integration into a unified command for manag-

ing terrorism and WMD (CBRNE) incidents, as well as other “incidents of
national significance.” The course delivery methodology consists of lec-
tures, small group discussions and activities, multimedia scenarios, and a
tabletop exercise. This course is NIMS compliant (400 level).

PREREQUISITE 
Participants must work in a supervisory or managerial capacity in one of
the listed disciplines/services, and have completed a WMD (CBRNE)/ter-
rorism incident awareness course.

TARGET AUDIENCE / DISCIPLINE 
* Law Enforcement 
* Emergency Medical Services 
* Emergency Management Agency 
* Fire Service 
* Hazardous Material (HazMat) 
* Public Works 
* Governmental Administrative 
* Public Health
Contact Mike Spina at (727) 570-5151 ext. 21 or mike@tbrpc.org for
more information.

Multi-County Hazard Mitigation Workshop
November 17, 2005
Tallahassee, FL

November 30, 2005
Gainesville, FL
The workshop will provide guidance on integrating hazard mitigation
principles from the LMS, CEMP, and post-disaster redevelopmen plans
into local Comprehensive Plans for Dixie, Franklin, Gulf, Jefferson, Leon,
Taylor, and Wakulla Counties and municipalities. The workshop schdeule
for other counties and further information on the project is available at:
http://www.dca.state.fl.us/fdcp/dcp/hazardmitigation/index.cfm.
Contact Cindy Palmer at (850) 922-1825 or
cynthia.palmer@dca.state.fl.us for more information.

Haz-Mat Level One Training
November 29, 2005
Walton County, FL
Contact Sherry Starling at (850) 595-8910 ext. 247 or
starlings@wfrpc.dst.fl.us for more information.

Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Train the
Trainer Course (G-317)
January 4-6, 2005
Palm Beach Gardens, FL

January 24-26, 2005
Sarasota, FL
Contact Thomas Weaver at (850) 413-9891 or
Thomas.weaver@dca.state.fl.us for more information.

State and Local Anti-Terrorism Training (SLATT) offers
investigative/intelligence workshops, specialized trainings, train-the-train-
er workshops, and narcotics task force anti-terrorism briefings.
For more information visit http://www.iir.com/slatt/training.htm or email
slatt@irr.com.

Multiple offerings of the following courses: 8-hour Bioreadiness
Training, Advanced 8-hour Bioreadiness Training;
Bioreadiness Training for Healthcare Professionals,
Bioreadiness Training for Government Professionals
For more information or to obtain a schedule contact Diana McCluskey
at dmcclusk@hsc.usf.edu.

http://www.dca.state.fl.us/fdcp/dcp/hazardmitigation/index.cfm
http://www.iir.com/slatt/training.htm


Bureau of Laboratories Directory
TOLL FREE: 1-866-FLA-LABS (1-866-352-5227)

Name Title Phone Pager Cell Phone
Jacksonville Central Laboratory: 1217 Pearl Street, Jacksonville, FL 32202
Ming S. Chan Chief of Laboratory Services 904-791-1550 877-399-7136 904-318-8903 
Dean E. Willis Chief of Microbiology 904-791-1557 888-210-2589 904-945-9433
James E. Evans Chief of Chemistry 904-791-1525 888-210-0555 904-318-8902
David Beall Microbiology Administrator 904-791-1629 904-367-9835 904-318-9065
Mary Ritchie Biological Defense Program Advisor 904-791-1767 888-210-2086 904-945-9437
Phil Lee Biological Defense Coordinator 904-791-1712 888-276-4130 904-945-4415
George Churchwell Biological Defense Coordinator 904-791-1781 888-210-2064 904-637-9260
George Odongo Chemical Terrorism Coordinator 904-791-1514 904-637-9284
Jason Palcic Chemical Terrorism Coordinator 904-791-1513 904-637-9286
Chester Mark Talbott Chemical Terrorism Coordinator 904-791-1752 904-637-9291
Lindsey Johnson Chemical Terrorism Coordinator 904-791-1752 904-637-9292
Bioterrorism Events 24/7 – after hours 888-276-4130 / 888-210-2064
Chem. Terror. Events 24/7 – after hours 888-276-3438

Miami Laboratory: 1325 N.W. 14th Street, Miami, FL 33125
Peter Shih Acting Laboratory Director 305-324-2432/ 800-429-2307 305-409-9924

305-324-2428
Elesi Quaye Chief Microbiologist / 

Biological Defense Coordinator 305-325-2894/ 888-276-4664 305-322-1488
305-324-2427

XiHui Newman Chemical Terrorism Coordinator 305-324-2432/ 888-308-0736 305-322-0350
305-325-2448

Steve Hoenig Chemical Terrorism Coordinator 305-324-2432/ 305-543-7312 305-797-5883
305-325-3279

Marc Diamante Virologist 305-324-2426 305-409-9926
Elsa Merlo Microbiologist 305-324-2427
Bioterrorism Events 24/7 - after hours 305-366-0025

Tampa Laboratory: 3602 Spectrum Boulevard, Tampa, FL 33612
Phil Amuso Laboratory Director 813-974-4002 813-883-6136 813-956-8850
Jack Perman Assistant Laboratory Director 813-974-4156 813-883-6418 813-956-8851
Lillian Stark Virology Administrator 813-974-5990 813-363-0707
Maria Lovering Microbiology Supervisor 813-974-4009 813-883-6208 813-363-0714
Lea Heberlein-Larson Biological Defense Coordinator 813-974-1790 888-276-4954 813-956-8853
Frank Reeves Biological Defense Coordinator 813-974-8989 888-276-5027 813-956-8852
Rick France Chemical Terrorism Coordinator 813-974-3319 813-356-8948
Angela Ren Chemical Terrorism Coordinator 813-974-4366 813-363-0623
Bioterrorism Events 24/7 - after hours 813-883-5929
Chem. Terror. Events 24/7 – after hours 888-276-4856

Pensacola Laboratory: 50 West Maxwell Street, Pensacola, FL 32501
John W. Parker Laboratory Director 850-595-8895 850-777-0983
Leah Gillis Medical Laboratory Scientist IV 850-595-8895 850-777-0982
Sonya Urnowey Biological Defense Coordinator 850-595-8895 850-777-0985
Bioterrorism Events 24/7 - after hours 888-210-3285

Lantana Laboratory: 1199 W. Lantana Road, Building #31, E. end A.G. Holley Complex, Lantana, FL 33462
Roberta Lopez Laboratory Director 561-540-1170 888-278-3125 561-436-5201
Mary Cook Medical Laboratory Scientist IV 561-540-1170 561-436-5179
Vellore Mohan Biological Defense Coordinator 561-540-1170 561-536-5202 561-436-5202

Center for Biological Defense: 3602 Spectrum Boulevard, Tampa, FL 33612
Andrew Cannons Scientific Director 813-974-1478 813-363-0796

Upcoming Conferences
CPM 2005 East
November 2–4, 2005

Orlando, Florida
The CPM 2005 East Conference and Exhibition will provide a risk management
curriculum for business and government professionals. Topics will include vul-
nerability assessment, biometrics implementation, emergency management, and
infrastructure protection.
Visit http://www.contingencyplanning.com/events/EAST/ for more information.

Florida Division of the International Association for
Identification (FDIAI)
Florida and Georgia Divisions Annual Education and
Training Conference
November 6-10, 2005

Panama City Beach, FL
Visit www.fdiai.org for more information.

Emergency Preparedness for Government Facilities
December 8–9, 2005

Orlando, Florida
This training workshop provides strategic resources to help government facilities
prepare for and recover from any emergency or disaster. It will help attendees cre-
ate or improve their organization-wide emergency management plans to ensure
that all procedures are in place and that all equipment and personnel needs are
addressed so the response to any emergency situation will be quick and instinc-
tive. The performance processes taught in this workshop are becoming more
important and may eventually be recognized (or mandated) by the federal gov-
ernment. Visit http://www.homelanddefensejournal.com/conf_emergprepFL.htm
for more information.

5th Annual Florida C.E.R.T. Conference
January 5-8, 2006

Palm Beach Gardens, FL
For more information visit http://www.floridacert.com/Conferences.htm or con-
tact D. J. Minor at (561) 799-4315 or dminor@pbgfl.com.

Florida Emergency Preparedness Association 2006
Annual Conference
January 23-27, 2006

St. Pete Beach, Florida
Visit http://www.fepa.org/meetings.html or call 1-800-808-9833 for more information.

http://www.contingencyplanning.com/events/EAST/
http://www.homelanddefensejournal.com/conf_emergprepFL.htm
http://www.floridacert.com/Conferences.htm
http://www.fepa.org/meetings.html


This publication is funded by the Health and Human Services Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Cooperative Agreement for Public
Health Preparedness and Response for Bioterrorism. If you have feedback, questions, or an educational announcement, please contact Amanda

Shaw at ashaw@bt.usf.edu or at (813) 974-1472.
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