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64B5-2.0125 Examination Security.

Security of the examination shall be maintained by compliance with such procedures and requirements established by the Department of Health, unless specifically provided otherwise by these rules.

Specific Authority 456.017(1)(d) FS. Law Implemented 456.017(1)(d) FS. History–New 3-25-90, Formerly 21G-2.0125, 61F5-2.0125, 59Q-2.0125.

64B5-2.0126 Conduct at Examination Site.

(1) The examination supervisor and proctors are the designated agents in maintaining a secure and proper examination and administration.

(2) Any individual found by the examination supervisor, examiner supervisor, or assistant examiner supervisor, to have engaged in conduct which subverts or attempts to subvert the examination process shall be ejected from the examination site. Furthermore, following completion of the examination as scheduled, the Board shall consider any such finding and determine if further action is required. Such action shall include having scores on the examination withheld or declared invalid, disqualification from the practice of dentistry, and imposition of other appropriate sanction by the Board.

(3) Conduct which subverts or attempts to subvert the examination process includes:

(a) Conduct which violates the security of the examination materials, such as removing from the examination room any of the examination materials; reproducing or reconstructing any portion of the licensing examination; selling, distributing, buying, receiving or having unauthorized possession of any portion of a future or current licensing examination.

(b) Conduct which violates the standard of test administration, such as disrupting the examination site, inappropriately communicating with any other examinee during the administration of the examination; copying answers from another examinee or permitting one’s answers to be copied by another examinee during the administration of the examination; having in one’s possession during the administration of the licensing examination any appliances, tools, models, teeth, books, notes, written or printed materials or data of any kind, other than the examination materials distributed or specifically listed as approved materials for the examination room in the examinee’s official Candidate Information Booklet which was mailed or presented to the examinee in advance of the examination date by the Department. In cases where the examinee is found to be in possession of items other than those distributed at the exam site or specifically listed as approved materials for the examination room in the Candidate Information Booklet, the minimum sanction shall be to declare the scores on said examination invalid.

(c) Conduct which violates the credentialing process, such as falsifying or misrepresenting educational credentials or other information required for admission to the examination; impersonating an examinee or having an impersonator take the licensing examination on one’s own behalf.

(4) Any violation of the conduct rules or other irregularities will be documented in writing by the agent(s) and the documentation of the violation or irregularity will be presented to the Board for consideration and further action. The agent(s) shall exercise extreme care in their documentation to ensure that the violation or irregularities are precisely recorded as they were witnessed.

Specific Authority 456.004(5), 466.004(4) FS. Law Implemented 456.017(1)(d), 456.079 FS. History–New 2-7-96, Amended 5-21-96, Formerly 59Q-2.0126, Amended 5-1-02.

64B5-2.013 Dental Examination Requirements and Grading.

(1)(a) Applicants for examination or re-examination must have taken and successfully completed the National Board of Dental Examiner’s dental examination and received a National Board Certificate within the past ten (10) years.

(b) Each applicant is required to complete the examinations as provided for in Section 466.006, F.S. The examinations for dentistry shall consist of a Written Examination, a Practical or Clinical Examination and a Diagnostic Skills Examination.

(c) A candidate must successfully complete all three examinations as provided for in Section 466.006, F.S., within a thirteen month period in order to qualify for licensure. If the candidate fails to successfully complete all three examinations within that time period, then the candidate must retake all three of the examinations.

(d) All examinations will be conducted in English.

(2) WRITTEN EXAMINATION.

(a) The Written Examination for dental licensure shall consist of the laws and rules of the State of Florida regulating the practice of dentistry and dental hygiene.

(b) A final grade of 75 or better is required to pass the Written Examination.

(3) PRACTICAL OR CLINICAL EXAMINATION:

(a) To take the Practical or Clinical Examination, it is the applicant’s responsibility to provide a patient who is at least 18 years of age and whose medical history is consistent with that prescribed by the board in order for patients to qualify as a patient for the examination. An applicant will be allowed no more than two attempts to qualify a patient during the specified check-in period for each restorative procedure requiring a patient and one attempt to qualify a patient during the specified check-in period of the Periodontal part. Candidates for the state dental practical or clinical examination may assess patients for suitability as board patients at any dental office under the direct supervision of a Florida licensed dentist, or at any accredited dental school under direct supervision of a school faculty member.

(b) Every candidate who is scheduled to take the entire practical or clinical examination or who is scheduled to retake any part of the practical or clinical examination which involves the use of a live patient must secure liability insurance coverage in amounts determined by the board. This protection is for injuries which may be sustained or may be claimed to have been sustained by a dental patient in the course of the examination. Each candidate must present proof of such coverage to the credentials committee before he or she will be allowed to perform any procedures on a live patient.

(c) The Practical or Clinical Examination for dental licensure shall consist of the following four (4) parts and each part shall be passed with a grade of at least 75%:

	1. Class II Amalgam and Class III Composite on a Patient

a. Preparation                                

b. Restoration                                
	

	2. Demonstration of Periodontal Skills on a Patient:

Definitive debridement (root planing, deep scaling/removal of subgingival calculus, and removal of
plaque, stain and supragingival calculus)
	

	3. Demonstration of Endodontic Skills on Specified Teeth
	

	4. Demonstration of Prosthetics Skills:

Preparation for a 3-unit fixed partial denture on a specified model and Preparation of 

an Anterior Crown on a Specified Model
	


(d) The Practical or Clinical Examination shall include the following parts and procedures and be graded on criteria as described below each examination part or procedure. Listed criteria are to be accorded equal importance in grading. Equal importance does not mean that each criterion has a numerical or point value but means that any one of the criteria, if missed to a severe enough degree so as to render the completed part or procedure potentially useless or harmful to the patient in the judgment of the examiner, could result in a failing grade on the part or procedure. 
1. Class II Amalgam and Class III Composite on Patient. This part of the Practical or Clinical Examination shall consist of a preparation procedure and a restoration procedure. The following areas will be assessed in determining a grade for each procedure:

a. Preparation:

(I) Outline form – all prepared surfaces smooth and acceptable extensions without weakening tooth surfaces.

(II) Depth – adequate shape and form designed to resist functional displacement forces.

(III) Retention.

(IV) Mutilation of opposing or adjacent teeth.

(V) Debris removal from cavity preparation.

(VI) Management of soft tissue – is considered adequate in the absence of trauma or mutilation. Additionally, a grade of zero (0) is mandatory if a criteria is missed to a severe enough degree so as to render the completed part or procedure potentially useless or harmful to the patient in the judgment of at least two examiners. Examples of such instances are caries remaining in a completed preparation; if gross overcutting occurs; if mechanical exposure occurs; if the preparation is prepared or attempted on the wrong tooth or wrong surface; or if the candidate fails to attempt or complete the procedure.
b. Restoration: The following areas will be assessed in determining a grade.

(I) Functional anatomy – appropriate occlusal and interproximal anatomy.

(II) Proximal contour and contact – contact is considered present if there is definite, but not excessive resistance to the passage of dental floss through the contact area.

(III) Margins – suitable continuity with the cavosurface margin should be smooth with the absence of flash or overcarving.

(IV) Gingival overhang – overhang is considered to be excess amalgam in either a proximal or gingival direction at the gingival cavosurface margin.

(V) Proper handing of materials including but not limited to condensation and finishing.

(VI) Management of soft tissue – is considered adequate in the absence of trauma or mutilation. Additionally, a grade of zero (0) is mandatory if a criteria is missed to a severe enough degree so as to render the completed part or procedure potentially useless or harmful to the patient in the judgment of at least two examiners. Examples of such instances are a total lack of contact; gross overhang; tissues grossly mutilated (may require suturing or surgical intervention); or there is a failure to attempt or complete the procedure.
2. Demonstration of Periodontal Skills on a Patient. Must be performed on a minimum of 6-8 teeth, none of which shall have a full crown restoration, three of which shall have pockets at least 4 mm. in depth, twelve surfaces with obvious subgingival calculus detectable by visual or tactile means must be identified and treated by the candidate (no more than four surfaces may be on incisors); at least one tooth shall be a multi-rooted molar which shall be in proximal contact with at least one other tooth; three surfaces must be on interproximal surfaces of posterior teeth, i.e. molars or premolars; none of the 6-8 teeth shall be primary teeth. All calculus appearing on radiographs must be detectable by visual or tactile means. The periodontal exercise shall be a definitive debridement (root planing, deep scale of subgingival calculus, and plaque, stain and supragingival calculus removal). Six pocket depth measurements on each of one anterior and one posterior tooth selected by the examiners must be made by the candidate. The teeth selected by the examiner must not be among the 6-8 teeth chosen by the candidate for treatment. The following areas will be assessed in determining a grade.

a. Diagnosis – clinical and radiographic.

b. Presence of stain on assigned teeth.

c. Presence of supragingival calculus on assigned teeth.

d. Presence of subgingival calculus on assigned teeth.

e. Root roughness on assigned teeth.

f. Accuracy of pocket depth measurements.

g. Management of soft tissue is considered adequate in the absence of trauma or mutilation. Additionally, a grade of zero (0) is mandatory if there is gross mutilation of gingival tissue or if the candidate fails to attempt or complete the part.

3. Demonstration of Endodontic Skills on Specified Teeth. The following areas will be assessed in determining a grade for this part:

a. Access preparation:

(I) Outline form and access preparation – all prepared surfaces smooth, absence of undercuts and ledges.

(II) Straight line access to all canals.

(III) Presence of remaining adequate dentin.

b. Canal identification.

c. Instrumentation and shaping of canals.

d. Proper filling of the canal spaces with gutta percha.

Additionally, a grade of zero (0) is mandatory if a criteria is missed to a severe enough degree so as to render the completed part or procedure potentially useless or harmful to the patient in the judgment of at least 2 examiners. Examples of such instances are the occurrence of a perforation, the candidate fails to retrieve, or fails to successfully instrument around a broken instrument, the preparation is prepared or attempted to be prepared on the wrong tooth, or the candidate fails to attempt or complete the part.

4. Demonstration of Prosthetics Skills – Preparation for a 3-unit fixed partial denture and a single-unit Anterior Ceramic Crown on a specified model. The following areas will be assessed in determining a grade for this part:

a. Outline form – all prepared surfaces smooth with adequate parallelism and absence of undercuts.

b. Depth – occlusal reduction and axial reduction.

c. Retention – all axial walls draw from gingival margin with resistance to displacement.

d. Adequate margins for the assigned preparation.

e. Mutilation of opposing or adjacent teeth.

f. Management of soft tissue is considered adequate in the absence of trauma of mutilation. Additionally, a grade of zero (0) is mandatory if a criteria is missed to a severe enough degree so as to render the completed part or procedure potentially useless or harmful to the patient in the judgment of at least 2 examiners. Examples of such instances are if the preparation is prepared or is attempted to be prepared on the wrong tooth or wrong surface; if the wrong type of preparation is performed or attempted to be performed, or if the candidate fails to attempt or complete the procedure.

(e) The grading system used during the Practical or Clinical Examination is as follows:
The quality of a candidate’s work on the four parts of the Clinical or Practical Examination is graded in accordance with a detailed analytic scoring guide and specific scoring criteria for each component of each task. The examiners use four competency levels to rate clinical skills on the four parts of the Clinical or Practical Examination:

Mandatory 0 – Complete failure and critically deficient

Marginally Substandard – Below minimal acceptable dental treatment

Minimally Acceptable – Minimal acceptable dental treatment

Satisfactory – Optimal dental treatment

Three examiners independently evaluate all rated treatment criteria for each part of the Clinical or Practical Examination and the median competency level in each category (criteria) is determined. These median competency levels are translated into a numerical score. Candidates must earn at least 75% of the maximum possible raw score on each part to pass that part.

Critical errors (Mandatory 0) are given special consideration. Critical errors are errors of commission or omission that would be serious enough to endanger a patient’s oral or general health, or could lead to patient injury or may jeopardize the overall treatment of the patient. A corroborated critical error, such as perforation while preparing an access opening for an endodontic procedure will result in failure of the Endodontic part of the Clinical or Practical Examination even though other rated treatment criteria for the Endodontic part are acceptably completed.

A candidate’s score on a part of the Clinical or Practical Examination may also be affected by certain conduct or errors that warrant a penalty deduction from the total score on that part. An example of a penalty deduction on a part is the loss of all points if two treatment selections for either the Amalgam or the Composite procedure are not acceptable or a second treatment selection is not presented if the first treatment selection is rejected. 

(f) A final grade of 75% or better is required on each of the four (4) parts of, the Practical or Clinical Examination to pass the Practical or Clinical Examination.

(g) If an applicant fails to achieve a final grade of 75% or better on each of the four (4) parts of, the Practical or Clinical Examination, the applicant shall be required to retake only that part(s) that the applicant has failed (i.e. scored below 75%). On any such retake, the applicant shall be required to obtain a passing grade on the part(s) that is/are retaken.
(h) Whenever an applicant is repeating only one part of the Practical or Clinical Examination and that part requires the use of a patient, that candidate shall be allowed the same amount of time to complete the part that is allowed candidates currently taking the part for the first time. Whenever a candidate is repeating only one part of the Practical or Clinical Examination and that part is performed on a mannequin, that candidate shall be allowed 3 hours to complete the part.

(i) As provided in Section 466.006(4)(b)3., F.S., if an applicant fails to pass the Practical or Clinical Examination in three (3) attempts, the applicant shall not be eligible for reexamination unless she or he completes additional educational requirements as specified by the Board.
(j) Any of the parts of the Practical or Clinical Examination utilizing a patient may be terminated in the interest of Patient Safety.
(4) DIAGNOSTIC SKILLS EXAMINATION.

(a) The Diagnostic Skills Examination shall be an objective type of examination, demonstrating ability to diagnose conditions within the human oral cavity and its adjacent tissues and structures from photographs, slides, radiographs, or models. The Diagnostic Skills Examination may include, but not be limited to the following: medical considerations, periodontics, and prosthetics including the viewing and evaluation of digitalized photographs of exhibits of complete, fixed, partial and removable partial prosthetics. Exhibits may include, but not be limited to, impressions, denture set-ups, study models, master casts, wax rims, partial denture frameworks, bite registrations, crowns, bridges, crown and bridge dies and preparations, and radiographs. The Diagnostic Skills Examination should assess the examinee’s abilities to recognize critical clinical conditions or situations encountered regularly in the general practice of dentistry and to formulate appropriate treatment options.

(b) A final grade of 75% or better is required to pass the Diagnostic Skills Examination.

(c) As provided by Section 466.006(4)(c), F.S., if an applicant fails to pass the Diagnostic Skills Examination in three attempts, the applicant shall not be eligible for re-examination unless she or he completes additional educational requirements established by the Board. For purposes of this subsection, on examinations administered prior to June 2007, that portion of the examination identified as “an objective type of examination with respect to dental prosthetics” and the “dental prosthetics written practical” shall be considered to be the Diagnostic Skills Examination.

Specific Authority 456.017(1)(b), 466.004(4) FS. Law Implemented 456.017(1)(b), (2), 466.006(4), 466.009 FS. History–New 10-8-79, Amended 6-22-80, 12-3-81, 12-6-82, 5-24-83, 12-12-83, 5-2-84, 5-27-84, Formerly 21G-2.13, Amended 12-8-85, 12-31-86, 5-10-87, 10-19-87, 12-10-89, 12-24-91, 2-1-93, Formerly 21G-2.013, 61F5-2.013, Amended 1-9-95, 2-7-96, 7-16-97, Formerly 59Q-2.013, Amended 8-25-98, 3-25-99, 11-15-99, 8-3-05, 7-17-07, 8-1-08, 6/28/09.
64B5-2.0135 Dental Hygiene Examination.

(1) The Board specifies that the dental hygiene licensure examination administered by the Department of Health shall consist of two portions. One portion of the examination shall consist of a written examination and one portion of the examination shall be a clinical (or practical) examination. An applicant who passes one portion of the examination and not the other need only retake the failed portion.

(a) An applicant must successfully complete both portions of the examination within a thirteen month period in order to qualify for licensure. If the applicant fails to successfully complete both portions within that time period, then the applicant must retake the entire examination.

(b) Any dental hygiene applicant who fails to pass the clinical portion of the examination in three attempts shall not be eligible for reexamination until successfull completion of one academic semester of clinical course work at the senior clinical practice level at a dental hygiene school approved by the American Dental Association Commission on Accreditation. The applicant must furnish proof from the accredited dental hygiene school of successful completion of the course work required by this rule. Applicants who fail to establish compliance with this rule shall automatically be denied permission to sit for reexamination.
(c) All examinations will be conducted in English.
(2) The written portion of the examination shall test on the law and rules of the State of Florida regulating the practice of dentistry and dental hygiene.
(a) A final grade of 75% or better is required to pass the written portion of the examination.

(b) Applicants will be given no more than 90 minutes to complete the written portion of the examination.

(3) The clinical (or practical) portion of the examination consists of two parts. One part of the clinical examination shall consist of a computer based assessment involving simulated patients and one part of the clinical examination shall consist of a patient based assessment.
(a) The simulated patient part of the clinical examination requires applicants to take and pass a computer based examination which includes health assessments, oral condition evaluations, radiograph interpretations, and infection control practices. 

1. A final grade of 75% or better is required to pass the simulated patient part of the clinical examination.

2. Applicants will be given no more than 120 minutes to complete the simulated patient part of the clinical examination.
(b) The patient based part of the clinical examination requires an applicant to demonstrate clinical skills in performing a partial prophylaxis, scaling, root planing, coronal polishing and pocket depth measurements on selected teeth. 
1. A final grade of 75% or better is required to pass the patient based part of the clinical examination. 

2. Applicants will be given no more than 180 minutes to seat a patient, present the patient for acceptance and complete the treatment phase of the patient based part of the clinical examination.


3. Applicants will be given no more than 90 minutes to complete the treatment phase of the patient based part of the clinical examination.


4. The patient based part of the clinical examination is to be performed on a patient provided by the applicant.

(c) An applicant who passes one part of the clinical examination portion, either the simulated patient part or the patient based part, and not the other need only retake the failed clinical part. 
(4) Demonstration of periodontal skills on a patient (root planing, scaling of subgingival calculus, and plaque, stain and supragingival calculas removal from the coronal part of the teeth selected and pocket depth measurement assessment assessment) must be performed within a selected dental quadrant with a minimum of six and a maximum of eight teeth, none of which shall have a full crown restoration. Of the six to eight teeth, two may be contiguous molars in another quadrant if necessary to meet the criteria. Three of the teeth shall have pockets identified by the applicant at least 4 mm. in depth. Twelve surfaces with moderate subgingival calculus detectable by visual or tactile means must be identified and treated by the applicant (no more than four surfaces may be on incisors); at least one tooth shall be a multi-rooted molar which shall be in proximal contact with at least one other tooth; five surfaces must be on interproximal surfaces of posterior teeth, i.e. molars or premolars, and at least three of those inter-proximal surfaces must be on molars; none of the six to eight teeth shall be primary teeth. Each selected tooth must have at least one surface of calculus selected for removal. Six pocket depth measurements on each of one anterior and one posterior tooth selected by the examiners must be made by the applicant.  

(5) The patient based part of the clinical examination shall have the following areas assessed in determining a grade: 

(a) Presence of stain on assigned teeth. 
(b) Presence of supragingival calculus on assigned teeth. 
(c) Presence of subgingival calculus on assigned teeth.
(d) Root roughness on assigned teeth.

(e) Accuracy of pocket depth measurements.

(f) Management of soft and hard tissue.

(6) The grading system used during the patient based part of the clinical examination is as follows: 
(a) Case acceptance of the patient based part of the clinical examination is evaluated as to whether or not the patient meets the published examination requirements. 
(b) Treatment evaluation of the patient based part of the clinical examination is evaluated as to the presence and removal of applicant identified sub-gingival calculus, removal of plaque/supra-gingival calculus and stain from the selected teeth coronal surfaces and the accuracy, ± 1 mm., of pocket depth measurements on the two teeth selected by the examiner. Additionally, patient comfort and damage to soft and hard tissues are evaluated. 

(c) The examiners use four competency levels to rate clinical skills:

Mandatory Zero – Complete failure and critically deficient

Marginally Substandard – Below minimal acceptable dental treatment

Minimally Acceptable – Minimal acceptable dental treatment

Satisfactory – Optimal dental treatment

(7) Three examiners will independently evaluate all treatment criteria in accordance with a detailed analytic scoring guide and specific scoring criteria for the atient based part of the clinical examination and the median competency level in each category (criteria) is determined. These median competency levels are translated into a numerical score. Applicants must earn at least 75% of the maximum possible raw score to pass that part. 
(a) The scores for the patient based part of the clinical examination may also be affected by certain conduct or errors on the part of an applicant that warrant a penalty deduction from the examination score. Penalties may be assessed in areas such as patient management, compromised infection control, violation of examination guidelines, etc. and will be computed into the final score.

(b) Management of soft tissue is considered adequate in the absence of trauma or mutilation. Additionally, a grade of zero (0) is mandatory if there is gross mutilation of gingival tissue or if the applicant fails to attempt or complete the part.

(8) To take the patient based part of the clinical examination, it is the applicant’s responsibility to provide a patient who is at least 18 years of age and whose medical history is consistent with that prescribed by the Board and who meets at least the minimum patient qualifications within the selected dental quadrant in order to qualify as a patient for examination. 
(a) The patient based part of the clinical examination may be terminated at any time by the Examination Administrator in the interest of patient safety.

(b) An applicant will not be able to submit a patient if less than 120 minutes remain in the assigned examination period.

(c) An applicant who does not submit a patient within the assigned examination period will receive a grade of mandatory zero (0).

(9) Applicants for examination or re-examination must have taken and successfully completed the National Board of Dental Hygiene examination and received a National Board Certificate within the past ten (10) years. 

(10) Every applicant who is scheduled to take or retake the patient based part of the clinical examination must secure liability insurance coverage for injuries which may be sustained or may be claimed to have been sustained by a dental patient in the course of the examination and present proof of such coverage to the credentials committee before he or she will be allowed to perform any procedures on a live patient.

(11) Candidates for the dental hygiene state clinical boards may assess patients for suitability as board patients at any dental office under the direct supervision of a dentist, or at any accredited dental hygiene program or accredited dental school under direct supervision of a program faculty member.
Rulemaking Authority 456.017, 466.004(4), 466.007 FS. Law Implemented 456.017, 466.007, 466.009(3) FS. History–New 3-16-82, Amended 5-2-84, 5-19-85, 10-8-85, 12-8-85, Formerly 21G-2.135, Amended 12-31-86, 10-19-87, 2-21-88, 5-29-88, Formerly 21G-2.0135, 61F5-2.0135, Amended 11-15-95, Formerly 59Q-2.0135, Amended 10-31-01, 7-6-05, 12-31-09.
64B5-2.014 Licensure Requirements for Applicants from Accredited Schools or Colleges.

Any person who has graduated, or expects to graduate prior to the examination, or is in their final year of a dental program and has completed all the coursework necessary to prepare the student to perform the clinical and diagnostic procedures required to pass the examinations, from a school or college accredited by the Commission on Accreditation of the American Dental Association or its successor agency or a school or college approved by the board may seek licensure as a dentist or dental hygienist by applying in the

following manner:

(1) Submit at least 60 days prior to the examination:

(a) A completed application, on the appropriate form set forth in Rule 64B5-1.021, F.A.C.;

(b) The application and examination fees specified in Rule Chapter 64B5-15, F.A.C.; and

(2) Submit at least 30 days prior to the examination:

(a) Proof of the educational requirement by one of the following methods:

1. Graduates must submit a copy of the dental school or dental hygiene school diploma;

2. A person who expect to graduate prior to the examination must submit a final official transcript received directly from the dental school or dental hygiene school which reflects the applicant’s matriculation and graduation dates and degree earned; the transcript shall be authenticated by the official school stamp or seal as well as the signature of an authorized school official; applicants who will complete their education within 6 weeks prior to the scheduled examination may submit a statement which certifies that the applicant has completed or will complete all requirements for graduation and the degree earned; the statement shall be included with the application and shall be executed by the school’s Dean and embossed with the school’s seal; an official transcript must be received before any candidate can be issued a license.

3. Students who are in their final year of a dental program and have completed all the coursework necessary to perform the clinical and diagnostic procedures required to pass the examinations must submit a letter from the Dean of the dental school stating that the applicant is in their final year of the program and has completed all the coursework necessary to perform the clinical and diagnostic procedures required to pass the examinations.

(b) A certificate that licensure to practice dentistry or dental hygiene currently held and ever held in another jurisdiction is in good standing and has not been disciplined or otherwise acted against;

(c) Proof of malpractice liability insurance coverage for the examination received directly from the insurance company;

(d) If the applicant’s name has changed since initiation of dental or dental hygiene education, a certified copy of the legal document changing the name or an affidavit sworn before a notary public or other person authorized to administer oaths that the person named in the credentials submitted and the applicant are the same person;

(e) Two 2 inch by 2 inch photographs of the applicant which are suitable for identification at the examination site;

(f) Complete disclosure regarding any litigation in which the candidate is or was involved; and

(g) A complete chronological dental practice history, including addresses of practice, names of associates in practice and current location of any practice associates.

(3) Proof received directly from the American Dental Association, that the National Board of Dental Examiners Written Examination or National Board of Dental Hygiene Written Examination has been successfully completed within 10 years prior to application.

(4) It is the applicant’s responsibility to assure that the application for licensure is complete, including assuring that all required documents are submitted timely.

Specific Authority 466.004 FS. Law Implemented 456.033, 466.006, 466.007, 466.0075, 466.028 FS. History–New 10-8-79, Amended 4-1-80,4-20-81, 3-16-82, 5-2-84, 9-4-84, Formerly 21G-2.14, Amended 12-31-86, 10-8-87, 11-16-89, 10-18-90, Formerly 21G-2.014, 61F5-2.014,Amended 9-24-96, Formerly 59Q-2.014, Amended 8-20-97, 3-16-06, 12-26-06.
64B5-2.0144 Licensure Requirements for Dental Hygiene Applicants from Unaccredited Dental Schools or Colleges.

Applicants for licensure as dental hygienists who have graduated from an unaccredited dental school or college shall submit the following:

(1) A completed application, on the appropriate form set forth in Rule 64B5-1.021, F.A.C., and which requires the applicant to verify by oath the information supplied;

(2) The application fees specified in Rule 64B5-15.002, F.A.C.;

(3) A certified photocopy of the dental school diploma and a certified translation if the diploma is in a language other than English, which diploma shall be comparable to a D.D.S. or a D.M.D.;

(4) Final official transcripts received directly from the schools where post-secondary dental education was received and from the dental school which reflects the applicant’s matriculation and graduation dates and degree earned; the transcript shall be authenticated by the official school stamp or seal as well as the signature of an authorized school official and shall be accompanied with a certified translation if the documents are in a language other than English;

(5) Proof which establishes successful completion of 4 academic years of postsecondary dental education. Proof of the 4 years of required education shall include a report from an Education Credential Evaluators (ECE) approved evaluating service which evaluation includes a year by year evaluation of the applicant’s credentials. Said report shall not be conclusive, but shall only be advisory to the Board;
(6) Any graduate of a foreign dental college or school not accredited or approved in accordance with Section 466.007(2)(b), F.S., and not accredited in accordance with 466.006(2)(b), F.S., who seeks licensure as a dental hygienist pursuant to Section 466.007(2)(b)2., F.S., but is unable to supply proper educational credentials due to the political or other conditions of the country in which the education was received, shall submit any and all documents which would tend to support the applicant’s claim of proper credentials and shall submit  with the application:

(a) A written statement which shall include:

1. A complete chronological account of all schools attended during the candidate’s entire education, including dates of attendance and graduation, the addresses of all schools attended:

2. A description of all dental school courses which the applicant successfully completed;

(b) At least five (5) written statements concerning the applicant’s dental education from persons who are directly acquainted with the candidate’s educational credentials. If the applicant relies on these written statements to establish qualifications for licensure, then at least three (3) of the written statements must be from dentists who are not related to the applicant;

(c) Any applicant who provides false information to the Florida Board of Dentistry on his or her licensure application and/or written statements as required by this rule will be referred for criminal prosecution pursuant to Section 456.067, Florida Statutes.

(d) Unless the Board is otherwise satisfied that the credentials required by subsections (3) through (5) above cannot be obtained, the Board will not accept such other evidence as described in this section until the applicant has demonstrated to the Board that he or she has made a reasonable attempt to obtain the credentials.

(7) Proof received directly from the American Dental Association, that the National Board of Dental Examiners Written Examination has been successfully completed within 10 years prior to application; or that the National Board of Dental Hygiene Examination has been successfully completed within 10 years prior to application. 
(8) If the applicant’s name has changed since initiation of dental education, a certified copy of the legal document changing the name or an affidavit sworn before a notary public or other person authorized to administer oaths that the person named in credentials submitted and the applicant are the same person;

(9) Two 2 inch by 2 inch photographs of the applicant which are suitable for identification;
 (10)(a) Applicants applying for licensure under Section 466.007(2)(b)2., F.S., whose applications do not indicate they have obtained Dental Hygiene clinical education to the level of the clinical experience required by an American Dental Association (ADA) accredited Dental Hygiene program in the areas set forth in paragraph (11)(b) below, shall be required to obtain remedial coursework in those designated areas that applicant has not successfully completed that would meet the ADA clinical requirements at an ADA accredited dental hygiene school. Such additional coursework shall be obtained from a program accredited by the ADA, only after the applicant satisfies and the Board approves the education and testing requirements of subsections (3) through (10) above. Such additional coursework must be obtained by the applicant and approved by the Board prior to the applicant being allowed to sit for the Florida Dental Hygiene examination.

(b) The accredited clinical coursework referenced in paragraph (a) above shall be in the following areas:

1. Radiology: 15 hours didactic and 10 hours lab/clinical;

2. Prophylaxis Performance: 25 hours didactic and 100 hours clinical;

3. Infection Control: 10 hours didactic and 10 hours clinical;

4. Periodontal Therapy: 20 hours didactic and 30 hours clinical;

5. Pharmacology: 15 hours didactic and 10 hours clinical;
6. Biomedical Sciences: 10 hours didactic;

7. Clinical History Management: 10 hours didactic;

8. Special Patient Care: 5 hours didactic and 10 hours clinical; and

9. Training in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) at the basic support level, including one- rescuer and two -rescuer CPR for adults, children, and infants; the use of an automatic external defibrillator (AED); and the use of ambu -bags. All such training shall be sufficient for and shall result in current certification or re-certification by the American Heart Association, the American Red Cross or an entity with equivalent requirements;

(c) The additional coursework required by paragraph (11)(a) and (11)(b) of this rule must be obtained and approved by the Board prior to the applicant being allowed to sit for the Florida Dental Hygiene examination.
Specific Authority 466.004, 466.007, 456.067 FS. Law Implemented 466.007 FS. History–New 1-18-95, Formerly 59Q-2.0144, Amended 8-19-97, 8-20-97, 5-20-01, 12-21-06, 5-8-08.
64B5-2.0146 Licensure Requirements for Applicants from Non-Accredited Schools or Colleges.

(1) An applicant who otherwise meets the requirements of Section 466.006(3), F.S., and chooses to apply pursuant to Section 466.006(3)(a), F.S., will be required to:

(a) Complete, at an accredited American dental school, a matriculated general dental program which consists of either 4 years of dental subjects or 2 years of predental education followed by 3 years of dental subjects.

(b) Receive a D.D.S. or D.M.D. from the institution at which the dental school is located.

(c) Present to the Board at least 30 days prior to the dental examination the following documents:


1. Official transcripts issued by the dental school which verify completion of all coursework requirements

of the dental program or certified copies thereof.

2. A D.D.S. or D.M.D. issued by the dental school or a certified copy thereof.

(2) An applicant who otherwise meets the requirements of Section 466.006(3), F.S., and chooses to apply pursuant to Section 466.006(3)(b), F.S., will be required to:

(a) Complete a full-time, matriculated, American Dental Association recognized dental specialty education program accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation of the American Dental Association or a Commission on Dental Accreditation of the American Dental Association accredited supplemental general dentistry programs, which provides didactic and clinical education to the level of an accredited D.D.S. or D.M.D. program, either of which have a duration of at least two consecutive academic years at the sponsoring institution.

(b) Receive a dental diploma, degree or certificate from the sponsoring institution upon successful completion of the program.

(c) Present to the Board the following documents:

1. Official transcripts issued by the sponsoring institution which verify completion of all coursework requirements of the supplemental dental education program;

2. A dental diploma, degree or certificate issued by the sponsoring institution or a certified copy thereof; and

(3) It is the applicant’s responsibility to assure that the application for licensure is complete, including assuring that all required documents are submitted timely.

Rulemaking Authority 466.004, 466.006(3) FS. Law Implemented 466.006 FS. History–New 10-15-92, Formerly 21G-2.0146, 61F5-2.0146, Amended 9-24-96, Formerly 59Q-2.0146, Amended 8-19-97, 5-20-01, 6-7-05, 12-26-06, 6-30-09.
64B5-2.0148 Credentials Requirements for Applicants from Non-Accredited Schools or Colleges, Whose Records Are Unavailable.

Any person who seeks licensure as a dentist but is unable to supply proper educational credentials due to the political conditions of the country in which the education was received shall submit any and all documents which would tend to support the applicant’s claim of proper credentials and shall submit at least 60 days prior to the examination:

(1) Proof received directly from the American Dental Association, that the National Board of Dental Examiners Written Examination has been successfully completed within 10 years and in no more than three attempts to successfully complete it, prior to application.  

(2) An affidavit sworn before a notary public or other person authorized to administer oaths which shall include:

(a) A complete chronological account of all schools attended during the candidate’s entire education, including dates of attendance and graduation, the addresses of all schools attended:

(b) The date that the applicant received any license to practice dentistry, including the name and address of the issuing authority and any license number assigned;

(c) A description of all dental school courses which the applicant successfully completed;

(d) A complete chronological dental practice history, including addresses of practice, names of associates in practice an current location of any practice associates; and

(e) Complete disclosure regarding any litigation in which the candidate is or was involved;

(3) Affidavits concerning the applicant’s dental education or dental practice history, sworn before a notary public or other person authorized to administer oath, from persons who are directly acquainted with the candidate’s dental practice history or educational credentials. If the applicant relies primarily on affidavits to establish qualifications for licensure, at lease three affidavits must be from dentists who are not related to the applicant;

(4) Any other evidence that may aid in verification of graduation from a bona fide dental school;

(5) In cases where actual credentials cannot be presented, the Board shall be the judge of the evidence presented and shall decide if evidence presented is sufficiently substantial to warrant the applicant’s acceptance.

Specific Authority 466.004 FS. Law Implemented 466.006 FS. History–New 11-16-89, Amended 10-18-90, Formerly 21G-2.0148, 61F5-2.0148 59Q-2.0148, Amended 7-29-97, 12-26-06.
64B5-2.0155 Time Requirements for Application, Disposition of Untimely or Incomplete Applications and Associated Fees.

(1) Any application which is not postmarked at least 60 days prior to the examination or which is not accompanied by the appropriate fees shall not be accepted or reviewed by the Board or Credentials Committee, but shall be returned without review. Accordingly any fees submitted shall be refunded.

(2) Any timely filed application which does not provide the information required by the application form or in which documentation required by subsection 64B5-2.014(2) or 64B5-2.0145(2), F.A.C., is not timely received shall be deemed incomplete and shall not be considered by the Board or Credentials Committee. However, the applicant will be notified of the deficiencies and may complete application by correcting deficiencies, so long as the application is complete at least 30 days prior to the examination.

(3) Any person who has failed to timely complete application shall be required to apply as an initial applicant for future examinations.

(4) Application fees for incomplete applications shall not be refunded or transferred. One half of the examination fee submitted with incomplete applications may be refunded.

(5) Any applicant who is approved to sit for the examination shall not receive any refund or transfer of the application fee. One half of the examination fee may be refunded if the applicant notifies the Board in writing that he will not sit for the examination 14 days prior to the examination.

Specific Authority 466.004 FS. Law Implemented 466.006, 466.007 FS. History–New 11-16-89, Formerly 21G-2.0155, 61F5-2.0155, 59Q-2.0155.

 64B5-2.016 Evaluation of Credentials.

(1) The Credentials Committee shall review all complete applications for licensure to determine if the applicant has met the requirements for licensure. The Committee is authorized to approve applicants to sit for the examination without review or action by the Board. However, the Committee may refer any decision regarding any applicant to the full Board.

(2) Any applicant who has been denied by the Credentials Committee may seek review of the Committee’s decision by requesting review by the Board in writing within 10 days of receipt of the Committee’s denial letter. Failure to timely request review renders the Committee’s decision final Board action.

(3) The Board on its own initiative may review and affirm or overturn any decision of the Credentials Committee.

(4) Any meeting of the Credentials Committee which will result in applicants being granted or denied permission to sit for the examination shall be noticed as a public meeting.

(5) In reviewing a candidate’s credentials, the Credentials Committee or the Board may rely upon reports from professional education evaluators when all or part of the candidate’s education occurred at a non-accredited educational institution.

Specific Authority 466.004 FS. Law Implemented 466.006, 466.007 FS. History–New 10-8-79, Amended 10-26-80, 5-2-84, Formerly 21G-2.16,Amended 11-16-89, Formerly 21G-2.016, 61F5-2.016, 59Q-2.016.

64B5-2.017 Acceptable Variance of Examiners.

(1) All clinical gradings by examiners are to be made independently. Each clinical procedure shall be graded by three (3) examiners. However, a score of 0 or 1 that is not corroborated by another score of either 0 or 1 will be discarded and will not be used in averaging.  A critical difference score, which means there is one score that is either pass or fail while the other two scores are in the opposite pass/fail category, will be discarded and will not be used in averaging.  The critical difference analysis shall precede the discarding of the uncorroborated 0 or 1. On the clinical examinations described in Rules 64B5-2.013 and 64B5-2.019, F.A.C., the three independent grades shall be averaged to determine an applicant’s final grade on each procedure of the clinical examination. On the clinical portion of the dental hygiene examination described in Rule 64B5-2.0135, F.A.C., the three independent grades shall be utilized in a system of corroborated errors to determine an applicant’s final grade on each procedure of the clinical portion. The corroborated errors grading system requires that at least two (2) of the independent examiners must agree on the presence of the error before the error may be used in calculating an applicant’s grade.

(2) There shall be a variance review of all grades of all applicants taking the clinical part of the examination for the purpose of determining inter-examiner variance.

(3) Failure of an applicant in any clinical procedure may be documented on the grading sheet by the examiner. Documentation may be accomplished through the use of “comments” contained on the grade sheet. The “comments” section may contain any technical terms or charts that define, illustrate or otherwise explain the criteria utilized in grading a particular procedure. For the purpose of expedience and brevity in grading, appropriate “comments” may be noted by recording “comments” on an optical scan field contained on the grade sheet. On the clinical portion of the dental hygiene examination described in Rule 64B5-2.0135, F.A.C., the actual marking of the presence of errors for specific teeth shall be considered documentation. When there exists a discrepancy on the grade sheet between the handwritten grade and the grade penciled in on the optical scan field and the discrepancy cannot be resolved by an examination of the grade sheet, the handwritten grade shall be accepted as the intended grade.
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64B5-2.020 Selection of Examiners.

(1) In order to be eligible for selection and retention as an examiner, a Florida licensed dentist or dental hygienist must meet the following minimum qualifications:

(a) Has been actively engaged in the practice of dentistry or dental hygiene in Florida for five (5) years immediately preceding selection;

(b) Has demonstrated interest in continuing dental education; and

(c) Is not connected in any way with any medical college or dental college.

(2) Licensees who meet the base qualifications listed in paragraphs (1)(a) and (b) and have never acted as an examiner must be recommended to the Department of Health by the Board. Those licensees who meet the base qualifications listed in paragraphs

(1)(a) and (b) and have acted as an examiner at previous examinations may be asked to be an examiner by the Department so long as their previous performance as an examiner was satisfactory as determined by post-examination examiner variance statistics compiled by the Department.

(3) Prior to each examination the Department will determine the number of examiners it will need to administer the examination. Once that determination is made, the Department will establish a pool of individuals from which the actual examiners will be selected. In forming this pool the Department will initially contact those individuals who have previously examined and whose past performance is deemed satisfactory based on post-examination examiner variance statistics compiled by the Department. When the Department is unable to establish a sufficient pool of individuals with satisfactory experience as examiners, it will notify the Board who will then recommend a list of individuals meeting the qualifications of paragraphs (1)(a) and (b). The Department will select from the Board’s recommended list sufficient individuals to insure that there will be an adequate pool from which to draw the requisite number of examiners.

(4) Those individuals forming the pool from which the examiners will be selected shall attend every session of the pre-examination standardization exercise conducted by the Department. At the conclusion of standardization, the individual members of the pool will be tested on their ability to adhere to and apply the examination grading criteria and they will be rank-ordered based on their performance on the standardization test. Selecting those individuals in the pool with the highest rank-order, the Department will submit a list of proposed examiners to the Board for its approval. However, if an individual has examined previously and his score on the Department’s post-examination examiner variance study reflects a higher adherence to the criteria than his rank-order on the standardization test, the Department will utilize his post-examination variance score rather than his standardization rank-order in determining whether to recommend him as an examiner. If the Board rejects any proposed examiner the Department shall return to the rank-order list and shall recommend remaining pool members based on their rank-order.

(5) Subsequent to the examination, the Department will compile post-examination variance statistics for each examiner which statistics shall be utilized in determining whether a particular examiner will be requested to participate in any future pools of prospective examiners.

(6) In an attempt to continually replenish the pool of possible examiners, no individual will be permitted to examine for more than four (4) consecutive years. Any such individual will be eligible for the pool of prospective examiners after not examining for a period of one (1) year. However, this prohibition will not be enforced when the Department is unable to establish a sufficient pool of prospective examiners.

(7) In determining whether to ask an otherwise qualified individual to participate in the examiner pool, the Department and the Board may also consider the following factors:

(a) Whether the individual is currently or has ever had a license to practice dentistry or dental hygiene revoked, suspended, or otherwise acted against, including the denial of licensure by the licensing authority of another state, territory or country;

(b) Whether the individual limits his practice of dentistry to a recognized specialty area;

(c) Whether the individual has any criminal convictions;

(d) Whether the individual has been involved in any civil litigation and, if so, the nature and result of the litigation;

(e) Whether the individual has been associated with a dental hygiene program.
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64B5-2.021 Additional Education Requirements for Reexamination.

(1) Any applicant who has failed to pass the clinical examination in three attempts shall not be eligible for reexamination until he or she completes a one year general practice residency, advanced education general dentistry residency, or pedodontic residency or a minimum of one academic year of undergraduate clinical coursework in dentistry at a dental school approved by the American Dental Association’s Commission on Dental Accreditation. At the time of application for reexamination the applicant must furnish proof from the educational institution of successful completion of one of the residency programs listed above or the required coursework. However, for those applicants completing their coursework immediately prior to the examination or those applicants who have completed at least 9 months of a general practice residency, who cannot provide an official transcript, proof of having successfully completed the required coursework or residency shall consist of a statement from the dean of the school where the coursework or residency was completed that the requirements of this rule will have been met prior to the date set for issuance of examination grades. Grades received by a candidate taking the examination pursuant to this exception will not be certified, and grade results will be null and void if successful completion of the coursework or residency has not been established prior to the date set for issuance of examination grades. Successful completion of coursework shall be established by submission of an official transcript.

(2) The statutory provision that an applicant complete additional educational requirements if he or she fails to pass a specified portion of the examination three times is interpreted by the Board to mean that additional education shall be required after every third unsuccessful attempt, i.e., after the third, sixth, ninth, etc., attempts.

Specific Authority 466.004 FS. Law Implemented 466.006 FS. History–New 9-4-84, Formerly 21G-2.21, Amended 1-6-87, 11-16-89, Formerly 21G-2.021, 61F5-2.021, 59Q-2.021, Amended 6-12-00.

64B5-2.022 Examination Review.

A candidate is entitled to review his examination under such terms and conditions as may be prescribed by the Department of Health and upon payment of the fee set forth in Rule 64B5-15.020, F.A.C.
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